8                                    INTRODUCTION
Alliance. To be sure, there was no lack of attempts in this direction by the Italian statesmen during the negotiations which preceded the conclusion of the first of the treaties of the Triple Alliance; but their efforts were frustrated by the firm refusal of the cabinet of Vienna to heed Italy's wishes. Nor was Italy more successful in having inserted in the treaty stipulations concerning the promotion of Italy's colonial plans or the combination of Austria's future territorial acquisitions in the Balkans with Italian claims on the Trentino.
One of the new and important results of the present investigation is doubtless the proof that Italy even at that time desired to bring about England's entrance into the Triple Alliance. Her aim was thus to protect herself by sea also against further French plans of conquest in the territories bordering on the Mediterranean. These efforts were checkmated at the time by the opposition of Bismarck; however, Italy so far succeeded in carrying her point that a protocol was attached to the treaty expressly emphasizing the fact that the Triple Alliance pursued no aims hostile to England.
This stipulation was quite in accordance with the strictly defensive character of the treaty of 1882, which Italy's statesmen at that time tried to emphasize as strongly as possible. While the Central Powers, however, clung steadfastly to this idea down to the dissolution of the alliance, Italy, as may be seen from the following statements, had already abandoned it in the negotiations which preceded the second treaty of the Triple Alliance. This she did in order to satisfy her desire for an expansion of her sphere of influence in the Balkans and in the territories bordering on the Mediterranean. It is to be ascribed solely to Italy's incessant urging that the second treaty of the Triple Alliance, concluded on February 20, 1887, for another term of five years, no longer exhibits the purely defensive nature characteristic of the first treaty. Austria-Hungary and Germany were now pledged to participate in wars which could no longer be regarded as a defence against unprovoked attacks of a hostile Great Power. Italy, it is true, did not succeed in carrying her demands to their full extent. The cabinet of Vienna refused most em-